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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Highlights of Insect Conditions 


GRASSHOPPERS causing serious injury in margins of wheat in fields in eastern 
Colorado and in panhandle of Oklahoma. (pp. 823, 829). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID building up in Arkansas Valley, Colorado. Increasing also 


in areas of New Mexico on seedling alfalfa. (p. 824). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR severe on kudzu and alfalfa in some Alabama counties. 
Damage continues in eastern Virginia and Delaware. (p. 824). 


ORCHARD MITES continue to build up in New Mexico apple orchards. (p. 824). 


LIMA-BEAN POD BORER infestation high in Orange County, California. (p. 825). 


CABBAGE LOOPER numerous in southern California and continues destructive in 
Delaware. (p. 826). 


BOLL WEEVIL infestations reported from southern Illinois. (p. 827). 
/ 


MAPLE LEAF CUTTER defoliation medium to heavy in northern New York and in 
Franklin and Washington Counties, Vermont. (p. 828). 


STORED GRAIN PEST infestations numerous in North Dakota. (p. 828). 
INSECTS not known to occur in the United States. (p. 831). 


ADDITIONAL NOTES. (p. 829). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending October 11 unless otherwise 
designated. 
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WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 14 


Last week was unseasonably cool over virtually the entire country, with temper- 
atures averaging as much as 6° below normal in a wide belt from the middle 
Atlantic coast to the northern Great Plains. Precipitation, falling in nearly 
all areas from the Great Plains westward, delayed harvesting in some sections and 
damaged some mature crops in California. Rains east of the Mississippi River 
were limited to the upper Great Lakes, the Northeast, and the southern tip of 
Florida, while the remainder of the area enjoyed mild, sunny days and cool nights, 
typical October weather which was very favorable for harvesting operations. 
Freezing occurred over most northern areas, but little or no damage was reported. 


Rains of the previous week continued through the 9th in the Northeast, providing 
additional temporary relief to drought-stricken areas of Massachusetts, southern 
New Hampshire, and southwestern Maine. Totals ranged from 1/2 to over 1 inch 

in much of southern New England, east-central and southeastern New York State, 
northeastern Pennsylvania, and northwestern New Jersey. More rain is now needed 
to replenish topsoil moisture in the Ohio Valley and in some sections of the 
central and extreme lower Mississippi Valley. 


In the Great Plains rainfall was rather general both at the beginning and end 

of the period. Totals exceeded an inch in much of Texas, the western two- 
thirds of Oklahoma, the eastern third of Kansas, northwestern Missouri, and the 
southwestern one-fourth of Iowa. Extremely heavy weekend rains, totaling up to 
5 inches or more, in central Texas caused damaging floods. Cool, cloudy weather 
in Minnesota and the northern Great Plains kept the moisture content of corn 
unusually high. 


Rains in Arizona and New Mexico, falling the last 3 or 4 days of the period, 
totaled up to 2 inches at higher elevations. These rains benefited winter grains 
and ranges and replenished stock water which was depleted by a dry September. 


In California, rainfall was heavy in the north and moderate in the remainder 
of the State, except for amounts under 0.10 inch at a few southeastern desert 
stations. At San Francisco, the season's rainfall to-date is 4.27 inches, the 
heaviest since 1904 and the second heaviest since 1849. 


(Summary supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau) 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS - NEVADA - Schistocerca sp. more numerous in Moapa and Virgin Valleys, 
| Clark County, than in 1956. (Gallaway, Oct. 4). NEW MEXICO - Infestations cover 
| 531,800 acres of range and cropland. Heaviest infestations on rangeland in Union, 
Colfax and Harding Counties. (Durkin, Oct.5). COLORADO - Fall adult survey 
indicates serious buildup of populations on crops and rangelands in much of State. 
| Heavy infestations present in northeastern, eastern and central areas of State. 

Populations of Melanoplus bilituratus made greatest increase. Other important 
species are M. femur-rubrum, M. bivitattus, M. differentialis, M. packardii, 
-Aeoloplus turnbulli, Drepanoptera femoratum and Camnula pellucida, all of which 

are in economic numbers. Second- generation nymphs of M. bilituratus observed in 
Kit Carson, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Prowers and Baca Counties. If present weather 

conditions continue, a heavy egg deposit is expected. Parasites and predators 
appeared decreased. Many wheat field margins suffering serious injury in north- 
eastern area with injury common throughout eastern area. Damage will result ina 
heavy dollar loss. Control measures have been applied to more than 250,000 acres 
with 100,000 acres treated in Cheyenne County alone. (ARS, Ext. Serv.). 

MONTANA - Grasshoppers appeared numerous in grain-growing areas of Yellowstone and 

Prairie Counties in September. (PPC, West. Reg.). ALABAMA - Many M. femur-rubrum 

and M. differentialis on grasses and garden crops in Lee County. (Guyton). 

DELAWARE —- M. femur-rubrum causing heavy marginal injury to soybeans one area in 

central Kent County. (Milliron, Conrad). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) - ALABAMA - Damaging late sweet corn in Lee County. 
(Guyton). VIRGINIA —- Medium to severe damage from this species and velvetbean 
caterpillar to late soybeans in 45-acre field in Stafford. Young pods eaten or 
stems cut. Velvetbean caterpillar on foliage mainly. Yield reduced 40 to 50 
percent. (Westing). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) - VIRGINIA - Continues to damage small grains, 
clover and alfalfa in widely separated parts of State. (Morris et al.). 


SOUTHERN CORNSTALK BORER (Diatraea crambidoides) - MARYLAND - Larvae averaged 8 
per 100 corn stalks in 10 acres field at Millville. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


CORN PESTS - ILLINOIS - Average of 85 percent of corn ears in southeastern area 
damaged by either Heliothis zea or Laphygma frugiperda. Gite Ins: Rept). 


PINK SCAVENGER CATERPILLAR (Pyroderces rileyi) - ALABAMA —- Numerous on corn in 
Lee County. (Guyton). 


A NOCTUID (Elasphia chalcedonia) - VIRGINIA - Damaged grass in an area in eastern 
Virginia. First record of damage to grass by species. Cocoons of a parasite 
(Apanteles sp.) also present. Det. H. W. Capps and C. F. W. Muesebeck. (Matheny). 


A SPITTLEBUG (Tomaspis bicincta) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Extremely numerous on dead or 
dying coastal Bermuda grass, averaging 38 per 50 sweeps, in Spartanburg County. 
(Hutchins, Ready, Wirwille, et al., Oct. 3). 


FIELD CRICKETS - TEXAS - Acheta sp. feeding on small grains emerging in Hunt and 
Denton Counties. (Turney). 


CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera punctata) - DELAWARE - Conspicuous numbers of adults in 
alfalfa, southern two-thirds of State. (Milliron, Conrad). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) - WEST VIRGINIA - Larvae and adults present but 
scarce in alfalfa in all infested counties. (W. Va. Ins. Surv.). DELAWARE - 
Adults common to numerous on alfalfa generally. (Milliron, Conrad). 


YELLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - VIRGINIA - Light in soybean 
fields in Westmoreland County, Sept. 24. Some in Nansemond and Southampton 
Counties. (Morris, Dawson). 
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SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID (Therioaphis maculata) - NEW MEXICO - Building up in spotty 
infestations on seedling alfalfa in Dona Ana, Lea and Eddy Counties. Several 
growers applying controls. (Durkin, Oct. 5). ARKANSAS - Not found in alfalfa in 
State for several weeks. (Boyer, Oct. 5). COLORADO - Populations increasing in 
Arkansas Valley. Counts per 100 sweeps 4000 at Fowler, Otero County and 1800 

at Vineland, Pueblo County. (Exp. Sta.). ILLINOIS - Maximum infestation 41 per 
sweep in southeastern area. Average population in southeastern area was 12 per 
sweep and 10 per sweep in southwestern area. (111. Ins. Rept.). ALABAMA - Not | 
observed in fields heavily infested first of September. (Guyton). WEST VIRGINIA -: 
Infestation in alfalfa heavier than at this time 1956 in same fields in Monroe 
County. Counts about 1 per sweep. (W. Va. Ins. Surv.). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR (Anticarsia gemmatalis) - ALABAMA - Causing severe damage 
on kudzu and alfalfa in Chambers, Lee and Dallas Counties. (Grimes, Guyton, 
Hays). VIRGINIA -Continues to damage late soybean foliage in eastern area. 
(Morris et al.). DELAWARE - Principal current defoliator of soybeans and alfalfa 
in Kent and Sussex Counties. (Milliron, Conrad). 


THREE-CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) - ALABAMA - Relatively 
scarce on alfalfa compared with usual numbers this time of year. (Guyton). 


SUNFLOWER MOTH (Homoeosoma electellum) - NEVADA - Moderate damage in Las Vegas 
area, Clark County. (Bechtel, Oct. 4). 


SOYBEAN CYST NEMATODE (Heterodera glycines) - MISSOURI - Two new infestations in 
Pemiscot County, one in New Madrid. KENTUCKY - Four new infestations in Fulton 
County. (PPC, Cent. Reg. Sept. Rept.). 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Damage apparently 
much more serious on Soybeans in areas between Savannah and Santee Rivers than 
north of the Santee. (Nettles et al., Sept. 25). 


SITONA WEEVILS (Sitona spp.) - RHODE ISLAND - Relatively large numbers of all 
stages of S. hispidula and S. flavescens under clovers at Kingston. Severe 
feeding by adults on remaining foliage. (Stoner, Fitzpatrick, Wakefield). 
DELAWARE - Adults of S. hispidula common in alfalfa several locations, southern 
New Castle County and southward. (Milliron, Conrad). 


GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena scabra) —- ALABAMA — Light on alfalfa in Lee County. 
(Guyton). DELAWARE - Some continued activity on soybeans in several areas of 
Kent and Sussex Counties. (Milliron, Conrad). 


GARDEN WEBWORM (Loxostege similalis) - DELAWARE - Continues active on alfalfa 
some locations in Kent and Sussex Counties. (Milliron, Conrad). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


ORCHARD MITES —- NEW MEXICO = Bryobia praetiosa and Tetranychus mcdanieli continue 
to buildup to heavy infestations in apple orchards during harvest in Rio Arriba, 
Santa Fe, San Juan, Lincoln, Otero, Sandoval, Bernalillo and Valencia Counties. 
(Durkin, Oct. 5). OREGON - Vasates cornutus abundant on peach foliage in Jackson 
County causing silvery appearance of Ieaves and Eriophyes pyri still abundant in 
blisters on leaves of pear trees with little migration to bud scales as of 
October 9. (Gentner). 


PEAR-SLUG (Caliroa cerasi) - MARYLAND - Heavy on cherry foliage at Cockeysville. 
(U. Md., Ent. Dept.). 


APPLE MAGGOT (Rhagoletis pomonella) - RHODE ISLAND —- Pupation increasing; expect 
large numbers next spring in abandonded or neglected orchards at Kingston if there 
is no appreciable winter kill. (Stoner). 
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GIANT HORNET (Vespa crabro germana) -— VIRGINIA - Considerable damage to apples 
locally in Prince William County. (Rowell, Cox). 


| MEXICAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha ludens) - CALIFORNIA - No flies trapped since early 
| July. (PPC, West. Reg., Sept. Rept.). MEXICO - No specimens taken in traps 
operated in Baja California during September. (PPC, Mex. Reg.). 


| CITRUS BLACKFLY (Aleurocanthus woglumi) - MEXICO - In the northeastern area, 
inspections were made of 66,716 trees on 1,587 properties of which 228 were 
infested on 42 properties. Infestations were found in municipios of Hidalgo 
and Villagran, Tamaulipas; and at Linares, Hualahuises, Allende and northwest 
of Montemorelos, Nuevo Leon. None were found at Neuvo Laredo and Mainero, 
Tamaulipas, or at Monterrey and Buena Vista, Nuevo Leon. In western area, 
inspections of 8,847 citrus trees on 347 properties in States of Sonora and 
Baja California were negative. (PPC, Mex. Reg., Sept. Rept.). 


| WALNUT HUSK FLY (Rhagoletis completa) - UTAH - Larvae abundant and maturing, 
some leaving husks, in Ogden area. (Knowlton). 

FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) - FLORIDA —- Larvae very severe; defoliating over 
1000 pecan trees from Gainesville, Alachua County, to Pensacola, Escambia 
Bounty. (Tappan, Sept. 17): 


| 


| TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


LIMA-BEAN POD BORER (Etiella zinckenella) - CALIFORNIA - Infested as high as 60 
percent of bean pods in Orange County fields. (USDA) . 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis zea) - CALIFORNIA - Reports indicate up to 15 percent of 
lima bean pods damaged in Orange County. (USDA). COLORADO - Egg counts averaged 
2 per 100 tomato leaves in Pueblo and Otero Counties on October 5. (Exp. Sta.). 
DELAWARE - Injurious to pumpkin-squash thoughout southern half of State and 
destructive to peppers some places in Kent and Sussex Counties. Common on late 
potatoes locally in Sussex County. (Milliron, Conrad). 


BEAN LEAF ROLLER (Urbanus proteus) - ALABAMA -— Numerous on pole beans in Lee 
County. (Guyton). 


TOMATO RUSSET MITE (Vasates lycopersici) - VIRGINIA - Identified from tomato field 
in eastern area. (Hofmaster). 


POTATO LEAFHOPPER (Empoasca fabae) - DELAWARE - Infesting late potatoes locally 
in Sussex County and common on pumpkin-squash in central Kent County. (Milliron, 
Conrad). 


DUSKY SAP BEETLE (Carpophilus lugubris) - DELAWARE - Numerous in injured and/or 
diseased pepper fruits in central Kent and parts of Sussex County. (Milliron, 
Conrad). 


TORTOISE BEETLES - ALABAMA - Damage by Deloyala guttata and Metriona bicolor 
prevalent in sweetpotatoes in Lee County. (Guyton). 


STINKBUGS - ALABAMA - Euschistus servus and Nezara viridula numerous on garden 
crops in Lee County. (Guyton) . 


SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL (Cylas formicarius elegantulus) - MISSISSIPPI - Sweetpotatoes 
infested with sweetpotato weevil received from Adams County on October 9. 
(Hutchins) . 


SPOTTED GARDEN SLUG (Limax maximus) - DELAWARE - Numerous in pumpkin-squash field, 
central Kent County. Destructive to squash and late cabbage some areas of New 
Castle County. (Milliron, Conrad). 


- 826 - 


COLLARD PESTS - ALABAMA - Trichoplusia ni, Murgantia histrionica, Pieris rapae and 
Hellula rogatalis numerous on collards in Lee County. (Guyton). 


‘CABBAGE LOOPER (Trichoplusia ni) - CALIFORNIA - Numerous in southern area; damaging 
cotton, lettuce, beans and cole crops. Considerable defoliation to beans in 


Orange County and heavy infestations on cabbage and cauliflower. (USDA). 
DELAWARE - Continues destructive to some cucurbits and crucifers in some areas of 
New Castle and Kent Counties. (Milliron, Conrad). 


YELLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - ALABAMA - Numerous on collards 
and onions in Lee County. Guyton 

A NOCTUID (Zale lunata) - OREGON - Larvae feeding on blackberry foliage during 
August. Det. S. E. Crumb. (Stephenson). 


COTTON INSECTS 


BOLL WEEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) - ILLINOIS - Infestations were present in Pulaski 
and Alexander Counties and controls were applied. (111. Ins. Rept.). ALABAMA - 
Large numbers of adults on cotton in Lee County. (Guyton). 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - NEW MEXICO - Damage moderate to heavy 

in 4 cotton fields in southern Dona Ana County. Infestation not as heavy as 1956 

and no spread reported. (Durkin, Oct. 5). MEXICO - Bloom and green boll | 
inspections indicate lightest infestations in several years in some eastern areas. | 
For example, in Juarez Chihuahua Valley in 1956 1.1 percent of blooms inspected 

were infested while in 1957 0.3 percent were infested. (PPC, Mex. Reg., Sept. 
Rept.). 


COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama argillacea) - NEW MEXICO — Active many fields in Dona Ana, 
Eddy and Chaves Counties. Cotton lint stained many heavily infested fields. 
(Durkin, Oct. 5). ALABAMA - Completely defoliated cotton in Lee and surrounding 
counties. Considered beneficial this time of year. (Grimes, Guyton). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


SPRUCE BUDWORM (Choristoneura fumiferana) - MAINE - Estimated acreages showing 
defoliation in northeastern area were as follows: Light - 1,310,000, medium - 
707,000, and heavy - 272,000. Populations increased in northerly sections with 
resultant defoliation more severe than in 1956, though generally there was a 
decrease from 1956 populations, mostly in light feeding areas. (Northeastern 
For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


BLACK TURPENTINE BEETLE (Bendroctonus terebrans) - Numerous in connection with 
Ips attacks near New Bern and Rocky Mount, NORTH CAROLINA and most stumps and 
bruised trees attacked in mountains near Clarksville, GEORGIA. Activity at low 
level in FLORIDA. (Southeastern For. Ins. & Dis. News., Sept. Rept.). 


COLUMBIAN TIMBER BEETLE (Corthylus columbianus) - Yellow poplar apparently 
suffering fewer attacks than previous years in Southeastern U. S. (Southeastern 
For. Ins. & Dis. News., Sept. Rept.). 


IPS BEETLES - An estimated one and one-quarter million board-feet of loblolly pine 
were killed in 6 counties in eastern NORTH CAROLINA during late July and early 
August and scattered mortality reported in Stanly County. Considerable loss 
occurring in SOUTH CAROLINA east of Columbia. (Southeastern For. Ins. & Dis. 
News., Sept. Rept.). PENNSYLVANIA — About 30 Scotch and red pine trees killed 

by Ips pini at Hyndman in BedfordCounty. Trees over 10 years old. Drought 
conditions may be factor. (Udine). 
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BALSAM GALL MIDGE (Itonida balsamicola) - MAINE - Abundant many areas in eastern 
area; heavy needle drop later in fall may affect Christmas tree market. 
(Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


NANTUCKET PINE MOTH (Rhyacionia frustrana) - Activity and damage increasing in 


Southeastern U. S. (Southeastern For. & Dis. News., Sept. Rept.). 
PINE BUTTERFLY (Neophasia menapia) - OREGON - Adults appeared in large numbers 
over Douglas-fir trees in late September in eastern Clackamas County. (Every). , 


PINE BARK APHID (Pineus strobi) - PENNSYLVANIA - Heavy on ornamental white pines 
in Mercer County. (Adams). 


PINE LEAF APHID (Pineus pinifoliae) - MAINE - Populations noticeable in eastern 
and western sections; injury to white pine not too prevalent, however. VERMONT - 
Sharp drop in populations. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


SAWFLIES — NEW YORK —- Approximately 500 acres of aspen in Keene and Elizabethtown 
moderately defoliated by Pontania sp. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


SCALE INSECTS - ALABAMA —- Icerya purchasi and Ceroplastes ceriferus not as 
numerous in Auburn area as usual and Kermes galliformis and Lecanium quercifex 
unusually light on water oaks in Lee County for time of year. Mealybugs heavy 

on undersides of magnolia leaves in Lee County. (Guyton). FLORIDA - Eriococcus 
azaleae averaged 10 per stem on 50 azalea at Pembrode, Polk County, (SnellI1, 
Henderson, Sept. 26) and Fiorinia theae averaged 150 per leaf on 70 camellia at 
Sanford, Seminole County. (Roberts,Sept. 30). PENNSYLVANIA - Twelve Scotch pine 
trees heavily infested with Toumeyella numismaticum in 500 tree planting in 
Centre County and 200 infested in planting in Beaver County. (Adams). 


SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE (Dendroctonus frontalis) - SOUTHEASTERN STATES - Outbreak in 
southern Appalachian Mountains continues, but infested areas grow smaller. Most 
severe outbreak in Great Smoky Mountains National Park and extends more or less 

in wedge shape to southwest and southeast. From January 1 to August 31 of 1957, 
total of 35,200 trees have been killed in epidemic area. (Southeastern For. Ins. & 
Dis. News., Sept. Rept.). 


WHITE PINE WEEVIL (Pissodes strobi) - CONNECTICUT - Serious many locations in 
State. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


YELLOW-HEADED SPRUCE SAWFLY (Pikonema alaskensis) - NEW YORK - Defoliating | 
scattered white spruces in St. Lawrence County. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., 
Octane) ; 
A SPRUCE TIP MOTH (Zeiraphera ratzeburgiana) —- MAINE - Prevalent on spruce in 
coastal areas and iSlands. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


VARIABLE OAK LEAF CATERPILLAR (Heterocampa manteo) - NEW JERSEY — Heavy defoliation 
reported at spots in Atlantic, Cape May and Cumberland Counties. (Northeastern 
For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


SPIREA APHID (Aphis spiraecola) - ALABAMA —- Causing severe damage to new shoots 
of spirea in Lee County. (Guyton). 


TWIG GIRDLER (Oncideres cingulata) - OKLAHOMA - Actively girdling elm in Stillwater 
area. Not as heavy as in 1956. (Bieberdorf). 


SMALLER EUROPEAN ELM BARK BEETLE (Scolytus multistriatus) - RHODE ISLAND - Larvae 
still quite active in dead and dying elms at Kingston. Expect considerable 
development yet if fall temperature does not go too low. (Stoner). 


ORANGE-STRIPED OAKWORM (Anisota senatoria) - CONNECTICUT - Up to 90 percent 
defoliation of small area in State. NEW YORK - Thirty acres on an island in Lake 
George sprayed from air. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


—= = 
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MAPLE LEAF CUTTER (Paraclemensia acerifoliella) - NEW YORK - Medium to heavy 
defoliation on sugar maple at various location in northern area of State. 

VERMONT — Expected defoliation of late July and early August did not occur. 
Belated moderate to heavy defoliation appeared in Franklin and Washington Counties 
but not considered very damaging to trees. (Northeastern For. Pest Rept., Oct. 1). 


CATALPA SPHINX (Ceratomia catalpae) - DELAWARE - Caused complete defoliation of 
some trees locally in Sussex County. (Milliron, Conrad). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - VIRGINIA = Counts on untreated herd of cattle in 
Montgomery County averaged 126 per head. (Hargett). 


MOSQUITOES - CALIFORNIA - Level of populations remains low with generally light 
but scattered appearance of Culiseta spp., principally Culiseta inornata, in 
all areas except the San Joaquin Valley. Aedes migromaculus still prevalent in 
San Joaquin Valley and parts of Sacramento Valley, but generally in small 
numbers. (Bur. of Vector Cont.). 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) - ALABAMA - Causing severe damage to sheep in 
Wilcox County. (Hays). 


TABANIDS - ALABAMA - Tabanus sulcifrons moderate on cattle in Wilcox County. 
(Hays). 


BLACK FLIES —- UTAH - Abundant and annoying in parts of Logan Canyon. (Knowlton). 


CRAB LOUSE (Phthirus pubis) - MARYLAND —- Taken from human in Baltimore. (U. Md., 
Ent. eDepiti)!- 


BROWN BANDED COCKROACH (Supella supellectilium) - UTAH - Infesting number of homes 
and apartments at Logan. (Knowlton). MARYLAND - Infesting home in Baltimore. 
(UR IMG Ente Dept 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 
HONEY BEE (Apis mellifera) - CALIFORNIA - Fall rains ended honeydew collections 


from oaks in northern Sacramento Valley. A good honeyflow from this source in 
Glenn, Tehama and Shasta Gounties. (Cal. Coop. Rept.). 


PARASITES - CALIFORNIA — Pupae of western grape leaf skeletonizer infesting vine- 
yard in El Cajon, San Diego County, show 63.3 percent parasitism by imported 
parasites. Both Sturmia harrisinae and Apanteles harrisinae active. (Cal. Coop. 
Rept.). 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 


STORED GRAIN PESTS - TEXAS - Three bins of milo grains in Robertson County infested 
with rice weevil, Angoumois grain moth, Indian-meal moth, saw-toothed grain beetle 
and confused flour beetle. (Gaines). NORTH DAKOTA - Numerous infestations of 
branbugs, psocids and mites associated with high moisture content in stored 

grains. Considerable fumigation of farm stored grain being done. Poor control 

of mites and psocids with fumigants reported. (N. D. Ins. Rept.). ALABAMA - 

Red flour beetle, slender-horned flour beetle (Gnathocerus maxillosus) and square- 
necked grain beetle caused light damage to stored grain in Lee County. (Guyton). 
PENNSYLVANIA — Light infestation of cadelle in stored wheat in Mercer County. 
(Adams). 


- 829 - 


KHAPRA BEETLE (Trogoderma granarium) - CALIFORNIA - Two new infestations on rice 
and feed in Niland, Imperial County. (Cal. Coop. Rept.). MEXICO - Inspections 
negative during September. (PPC, Mex. Reg.). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - MARYLAND - Annoying homeowners in Charles 
County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). PENNSYLVANIA - Abundant in some houses in 
Cumberland County and heavy in home in Juniata County. (Pepper, Udine). 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - PENNSYLVANIA - Beginning to enter homes in York 
County. (Pepper). 


IMPORTED FIRE ANT (Solenopsis saevissima richteri) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Damage to 
pasture in Edgefield County. First record in county. (Nettles). Det. M. R. 
Smith. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES 


OKLAHOMA - SPOTTED ALFALFA APHIDS range from 100-200 per 10 sweeps in Kiowa County 
and are very light in northeastern area, 7-60 per 10 sweeps. Counts of adult 
GRASSHOPPERS O-3 per square yard in range areas of eastern counties. Most 
abundant were Melanoplus spp., Syrbula sp. and Ageneotettix deorum, with roadside 
populations slightly higher in this area. ExtenSive marginal feeding to newly 
planted wheat continues in panhandle with damage in some fields extending inward 
100 yards. Baiting program continuing. FALL ARMYWORM infesting small grains in 
Bixby area; 0-7 early instars per linear foot of row. Damage light but could 
become serious in near future. Damage severe many fields late planted corn all 
areas of State, with heavy tunnelling in stalks, shanks and ears. Also common in 
very late sorghum whorls. CORN EARWORM lightly damaging milo in Ottawa County; 


0-7 larvae per head. Approximately 5 percent of corn stalks infested in one field 


in Ottawa County with EUROPEAN CORN BORER. One larva collected from peppers at 
Bixby. SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER infesting O-9 percent of corn stalks in Ottawa 
and Craig Counties with heaviest infestation in late corn. ENGLISH GRAIN APHID 
infestations in fall-seeded small grains in Tulsa and Ottawa Counties run from 
O-4 per linear foot of row. TARNISHED PLANT BUG adults 3-12 per 10 sweeps in 
alfalfa in northeastern counties and THREE—CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER common in 


alfalfa throughout the State with 12-25 per 10 sweeps in northeast. An occasional 


APPLE GRAIN APHID in winter wheat in Tulsa County and CORN LEAF APHID remains 


light in few fields of late sorghum in northeastern counties. SPIDER MITES common 


in cotton in Webber Falls area. (Coppock et al.). 


MINNESOTA -— AUSTRALIAN COCKROACH found in greenhouse in St. Paul. Unusual record 
for State. HACKBERRY PSYLLID a problem to householders in and around Twin Cities 


area. (Minn. Ins. Rept.). 
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LIGHT TRAP COLLECTIONS 


Pseud. Agrot. Prod. Anticar. Laphyg. Heliothis Protoparce | 


unip. yps. orn. gemm. frug. zea vires. sexta quin. | 
AB Counties | 
De Kalb 10/5, 8, 10 21 5 42 2 qT / 
Lee 10/5, 8, 10 35 sak 52 6 
Baldwin 10/3, 4 AL 1 2 
ARKANSAS 
Hope 9/5-10 12 10 22 
Stuttgart 9/26-10/2 3 : 1 
Fayetteville 9/28-10/4 4 3 44 
COLORADO (Counties) | 
Yuma 9/27, 29, 30 80 | 
Washington 9/27-29 43 
Weld 9/27 12 
Mesa 9/18-20 6 
FLORIDA 
Gainesville 10/10 3 1 1 
Monticello 10/3 4 
Quincy 10/7 i 
Sanford 10/3 3 
ILLINOIS 
Urbana 10/3-9 10 5 aL 14 
MARYLAND (Counties) 
Montgomery 10/4-10 2 2 
Wicomico 10/1-6 13 2 5 2 1 
NEBRASKA (Counties) 
Cheyenne 9/26-30 1 i 8 
Box Butte 9/25-28 20 5 2 af 68 il 
Lincoln 9/26-10/2 133 307 46 418 2322 2 
Perkins 9/25-10/1 293 86 32 29 635 
Scotts Bluff 64 163 40 842 =a | 
SOUTH CAROLINA (Counties) 
Florence 10/5-11 130 10 13 148 46 10 
Charleston 9/30-10/6 53 37 16 182 47 22 2 2 
Oconee 10/5-11 146 2 20 6 4 
TEXAS 
Brownsville 10/2-5 8 16 80 32 
Waco 10/5-11 40 33 109 
TENNESSEE (Counties) 
Madison 10/1-7 40 8 240 2 3 
Robertson 24 4 4 180 7 
Cumberland 32 20 16 8 52 iL 3 
Knox 42 2 18 34 
Greene 8 4 12 92 3 8 
Blount 16 26 50 1 il 
Johnson 568 52 180 8 120 4 


x] 


Maury 20 4 44 iL 
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INSECTS NOT KNOWN TO OCCUR IN THE UNITED STATES 


COTTON PLANT BUG (Horcias nobilellus (Berg)) 


Economic Importance: This pest has caused serious injury to cotton over a wide 
area of Sao Paulo, Brazil since 1936. Destruction of as much as 40 percent of the 
crop has been reported and the increase of mirids, especially H. nobilellus, in 
recent years has raised losses from insects on untreated cotton from 40 to 70 
percent. Losses from H. nobilellus in Sao Paulo in 1941-42 were estimated at 
around $2,000,000. Infestations cause excessive shedding of squares and small 
bolls and reduction of lateral branches. It is said that this species is more 

| destructive to cotton than the cotton fleahopper. 


Damaged Cotton Bolls Plant Defoliated to Show Abnormal 
Growth and Loss of Bolls 


Distribution: Brazil, Argentina, 


General Distribution of Horcias nobilettus 


Miridae, Hemiptera 
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Hosts: Feeds on many plants but prefers cotton and other Malvaceae. 


Life History and Habits: Reproduction is continuous throughout the summer with 
no distinct generations. The insect overwinters in the egg stage. Adults live 
from 15 to 30 days. Eggs are deposited in tender plant tissues in punctures made 
by the ovipositor. As many as 130 eggs may be laid by a single female over a 
period of 20 days. The eggs hatch in about 12 days and nymphs, passing through 

5 instars, develop in about 15 days. An average life cycle involves around 27 
days. Infestations increase in intensity during the season resulting in late- 
planted cotton being more seriously attacked. Dispersal of populations is 
accomplished through flight. Nymphs and adults are active feeders on terminals, 
squares, blossoms and immature bolls. 


Description: Adult brilliant colored, 5 mm. by 2 mm. or about the size of the 
tarnished plant bug. Eyes red. Front of head, thorax and part of the 
corium ochreous. Remainder of hemelytra mostly brownish-red. Scutellum varies 
from pale to brillant yellow with central part brownish-red. Ventral surface 
pale yellow or ochreous with irregular reddish spots. Nymph has light tan head 
with red, prominent eyes. Prothorax greenish yellow, mesothorax dark red or 
brown, metathorax yellowish-brown. Ventral surface of thorax greenish. First 
and second abdominal segments greenish, third and fourth reddish with reddish 
dorsal line extending posteriorly and widening into an inverted "Y"'. (Prepared 
in Plant Pest Survey Section in cooperation with other ARS agencies.) 

CEIR 7(42) 10-18-57 


Adult and Nymphs of Horcias nobilellus 


Figures of damage from Hambleton, E. J. 1938. Inst. Biologico Arq. 9(9): 85-96. 


Figures of insect from Sauer, H. F. G. 1942. Inst. Biologico Arq. 13(6) :29-66. 
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